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Marseilles on the i2th October. The fleet as it approached
the harbour of Marseilles was a picturesque sight, it con-
sisted of sixty ships, that conveying Catherine having sails of
purple cloth embroidered with gold, and being followed by
that bearing the Pope, which was covered with a 'tent of cloth
of gold, the deck being caipeted with crimson satin. On land-
ing, a procession of unusual splendour took place through the
city; it was headed by a white horse with white trappings,
bearing the Host, and led by two equcnies also diessed in
white. Then followed the Pope, conveyed in his chair borne
on men's shoulders, and succeeded by a long procession of
bishops and cardinals on horseback, wearing their robes, and
lastly Catherine herself, dressed in a robe of gold brocade,
and riding by the side of her uncle-in-law, John Stuart, Duke
of Albany, who had married her mother's sister, Anne From
every balcony hung costly draperies of velvet and embroidery,
while across the streets were festooned countless garlands of
the deep-coloured damask roses of Provence mingled with
the lilies of France. The two palaces occupied by the Pope
and the King of France were separated by a street over which
was thrown a covered bridge, uniting the palaces, and made
to form a large hall, which was hung with costly tapestries.
In the Galleria degli Arazzi at Florence are to be seen three
rooms hung with rich tapestries depicting the festivities held
on the occasion of this marriage of Catherine; these furnish
an interesting record of the costumes worn on this occasion.
The marriage of Catherine dej Medici2G and Henry of
Orleans took place on the 28th October 1533, in the cathedral
of Marseilles. The Pope himself performed the ceremony,
and Catherine, who wore a dress of white silk embroidered
with precious stones, and ornaments of Florentine gold filigree-
work, had round her all the few relations she possessed,27 viz.,
the Pope, Ippolito (lately returned from Hungary, and digni-
fied and courteous as ever, though clouded by that permanent
sadness which had come over him), Maria Salviati, and
Caterina Cibo. Catherine was at this time in her fifteenth